5" September 2018
Dear Parents
Welcome to the start of the 2018-2019 academic year. We trust that you enjoyed a good
summer break and are ready for another busy, exciting and rewarding school year.
As we begin Term 1, we would like to share some important primary information with you:

Classes at present in Primary
As of today, we have 452 students enrolled, including fifty new FS1 students and twenty one
F2-Y6 new students. A warm RSB welcome to all our new students, parents and families!

Class Groupings

The re-grouping of classes is a process that is conducted over several weeks in term 3 and
includes all teachers in the year group. We use academic and social data to inform student
placement and create balanced classes. This year the current Y1, Y3, Y4,Y5 and Y6 have been
re-grouped.

No classes in primary have been set by ability. R, S and B classes are all mixed ability groups.
Your son may come home a little unsettled because he is with a new teacher, in a new
classroom and for some, with new classmates. We ask that you do all you can to re-assure him.
Help him to understand that learning to form new friendships is an important part of growing up.
It is important for him to understand that forming new relationships takes time, effort and
patience.

New teaching teams have also been established. The creation of new teaching teams has also
required careful thought and consideration. We are delighted with the results!

New parents meeting

Parents of new students to our school (FS1-Y6) are invited to an information session on
Tuesday 11 September at 1:30pm in the Primary Library. Come and find out all about your son’s
new school with Miss Michelle and Miss Alison.

New RSB staff

We are delighted with our staff appointments for this school year and ask you to join us in
welcoming them to the primary team. They bring great experience that will enhance and
complement our existing teaching teams:

Ben Pritchard | Y6 class teacher
Claire Morris Y1 class teacher
Mark Mullan Y5 class teacher

Mark Rees Y4 class teacher
Meabh Rohan | Y5 phase support teacher
Sinead Lord FS2 class teacher

lona Pearson | Learning Support Assistant (Inclusion Department)
Jeanine Fritz F1 Learning Assistant

Jill Ayre Y1 Learning Assistant

Sara Y2 Learning Assistant

Cambridge

Rachel Y5 Learning Assistant

Thomas

Nicola Tait Y6 Learning Assistant (covering Miss Eve’s maternity leave

Nancy Hage RSB Student Counsellor (across the primary and secondary
sections)




Phase Leaders

Three members of our teaching team will take a leading role in curriculum development in
primary this year:

Miss Lindsay Carty will lead FS, Miss Claire Mcintyre will lead Y1-3 and Mr Mark Mullan will
lead Y4-6.

Miss Clare will share her class teaching responsibilities in 3R with Mr Dave, and Mr Mullan will
share his class teaching responsibilities in 5S with Miss Meabh. The focus of the phase leaders
will be to further align our curriculum with National Parameters. Importantly they will work with
class teachers in their phase to continue our quest to raise standards and improve student
progress and attainment. We have created new office spaces for these key members of staff.

Arrival in the morning
LSG and RSB have collaborated to further support families by staggering drop off times. Please
be reminded of the primary morning timings :

Before 7:30am | Students must remain in stay in their cars under adult supervision
7:30am The school bell rings. Students exit cars quickly
7:30am — For the months of September and October only (hot weather).
7:40am Students are welcomed into their classrooms.
7:40am — Registration
7:50am
7:50 am Lesson 1 begins. Students are marked late.
Late students must collect a late card from reception before going to
their classrooms.

Student collection at the end of the day (September and October only)

During the warmer weather, we invite all parents and carers (FS1 — Y6) to collect students from
classrooms using their internal classroom doors at the end of their school day.

Parents and carers must wait until the dismissal bell rings before going past the barriers to the
classrooms. No parents/carers should be in the Key Stage areas BEFORE dismissal.
Dismissal time for FS1 and FS2 is 1:00pm. Dismissal times for Y1-6 remains at 2:30. Parents
are kindly asked to ensure that their sons are collected no later than 15 minutes after dismissal.

Sign in - Sign out at reception to access classroom areas in the school day

All adults who come into the primary building to go to classrooms during the school day, are
required to sign in and out at reception. Visitors will wear a visitors badge so staff are aware that
they have been signed in. For student safety, we need to know who is in the building during
school time. We understand that this is a new routine for many, but this is a student safety
requirement that we must fulfil.

Improved School Communication

All most school correspondence will continue to be sent digitally. We will send a link to you via
sms enabling to read this letter on your mobile device. All school letters can be found on our
school website www.rsbdubai.sch.ae. It is vital that you ensure that the primary admin team
have your correct mobile number in the school database. Please call and check if you are in any
doubt.

Student Absence

We request parents to send an SMS via WhatsApp to 050 917 6263 to inform the school of your
son’s absence. This text must be sent by 7:50am on the day of his absence. Please state the
reason for his absence in the text. This helps us to collect accurate attendance data. Your help
with this is greatly appreciated.


http://www.rsbdubai.sch.ae/

Parent Communication

After a successful trial last year, we can confirm that Foundation Stage parents will use Seesaw
and Y1-6 Parents will use Class Dojo to send regular classroom messages and curriculum
updates to you. All log on details will be shared with parents next week.

Weekly Curriculum updates
Following requests from parents, all year groups will send a short weekly plan of content and
skills being covered in Arabic, English, Maths, Science, UAE Social Studies and Moral Ed.

Annual Student payment

We kindly ask that you send the correct amount for each of your sons in a clearly labelled
envelope by Sunday 30 September. This should be delivered to reception. This will enable us to
purchase and organise all that is needed for the upcoming year.

Uniform Shop

The uniform shop located on the secondary campus is open every day from 10am-4pm until
Thursday 21 September. Thereafter, the shop opens every Tuesday from 10am — 4pm. Uniform
items can also be purchased from the Stitches store in Al Quoz. See the school website for
store location details.

Primary Clubs

After careful consideration of the school calendar for term 3, please note that primary clubs will
only take place in terms 1 and 2.

We look forward to working with you this year. Our combined positive efforts will ensure that
your son receives the all the support, understanding, guidance and encouragement he needs to
be successful in his formative primary years.

Yours sincerely

ﬂz Mf? A - Wawso

Glyn Kilsby Alison Dawson Michelle France
Headmaster Primary Co-Head Primary Co-Head




Important Term 1 Dates:

5 September

All students in school

11 September

New Parents Meeting

13 September

Hijiri Islamic New Year Holiday - SCHOOL CLOSED

16 September

FS Parent Curriculum Meeting at 1:30pm

16-18 September

Book Fair by Bookworm in school

23 September

Y1 and Y2 Parent Curriculum Meeting at 7:50

24 September

Y3 and Y4 Parent Curriculum Meetings at 7:50

25 September

Y5 and Y6 Parent Curriculum Meetings at 7:50

26 September

Arabic Curriculum Parent Meeting at 7:50

30 September

Primary Clubs for Term 1 begins

1 — 5 October Selected GL Assessments take place (No revision required)

4 October Parent Workshop by school counsellor ‘Strong mothers, strong
sons’

14 October Parent Afternoon 1.1 from 1:45 — 4:45

16 October Parent Afternoon 1.2 from 1:45 — 4:45

18 October RSB & LSG Staff Development Day (SCHOOL CLOSED TO

STUDENTS)

19 October -27 October

Half Term Holiday — SCHOOL CLOSED

28 October School resumes

1 November Parent Workshop: English Curriculum

29 November National Day Celebration (in school)

2 December National Day Holiday TBC

3-6 December Selected GL Assessments take place (No revision required)
6 December Open Session 12:00 — 1:00

9" & 10" December

Student photographs with Pret-a-Portrait

10 December

Report 1 Home

12 December

Team Reward

13 December

Arabic Language Day
Primary Students finish at 1:00

14 December -5 January
2019

Winter Break — SCHOOL CLOSED

6 January

Term 2 begins

*Kindly be reminded that dates and events are subject to change
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